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CHALLENGE INSTRUCTIONS 
The Translink Eco-Schools Travel Challenge is open to all Primary Schools across Northern Ireland.  You must be a registered Eco-School in order to participate.  If you are not already an Eco-School, please register by simply following this link: http://www.eco-schoolsni.org/register_your_school.aspx 
The deadline for Challenge entry applications is Friday 11th May 2012 so you must begin the challenge no later than Monday 9th April 2012 in order to have four full weeks’ data before the deadline.  
Remember that the overall aim of the challenge is to help your school achieve the Eco-Schools Green Flag award. It will also educate pupils on the importance of sustainable travel, especially for its environmental, health and social benefits as well as encourage greater use of sustainable modes of transport. 
Completed online charts must be emailed to: info@eco-schoolsni.org
Please note: a large paper copy of the Travel Challenge Chart can be sent to you for completion upon request. However, for a more environmentally friendly means of working, we would prefer you to use the online version and email completed entries if possible.
Paper charts should be posted to 

Translink Eco-Schools Travel Challenge 

c/o Tidy Northern Ireland

Paulett Avenue

Belfast

BT5 4HD
Using Your Chart

On the Translink website, you need to download one excel Travel Challenge Chart for each participating class.  The Chart allows you to record the travel habits to and from school for each pupil in a class over a period of four weeks.  (If you wish to continue using the chart beyond the four weeks, additional charts can be downloaded.)  
At the bottom of the excel chart you should see a series of 7 Tabs entitled: ‘School’, ‘My Old Travel’, ‘Week 1’, ‘Week 2’, ‘Week 3’, ‘Week 4’ and ‘Overall Challenge Results’. If you cannot see these Tabs, you simply need to ‘maximise’ the excel sheet by clicking on icon as shown in the screenshot below. 
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1. In the ‘School’ Tab, enter your school name, class or teacher’s name, year group and start date. 
2. In ‘My Old Travel’ Tab, record each pupil’s name in the spaces provided in the left hand column.

3. Each pupil needs to research approximately how far it is from their home to school in kilometres.  Enter the single journey distance for each pupil (ie home to school only and NOT the return journey distance) into the “Distance to School” column.
4. Each pupil then needs to estimate, as accurately as possible, how many journeys using each mode of transport they have made during the preceding four weeks.  This should be entered into the “My Old Travel Routine” columns.  Separate figures for each mode of transport must be entered in the corresponding column.  The total for each pupil should add up to 40 for the four weeks data (five days x four weeks x two journeys - to and from school each day) across all modes of transport. This provides your baseline data.
5. Use the ‘Week 1 – 4’ Tabs over the next four weeks to record each pupil’s daily mode of transport to and from school. Use the correct letter from the key at the bottom of each excel chart page to enter into the chart.  
For each day of the week, enter the appropriate key letter for both the journey to and from school – separated by ‘/’ as illustrated in the sample pupil entry.  
For example, someone might walk to school (w) and take the bus home (b).  To successfully complete the challenge, schools should encourage more use of sustainable eco-friendly transport modes during the challenge period.
6. After the four weeks, record pupils’ totals for each mode of transport and enter these figures into the “Overall Challenge Results” Tab.  Totals can be cross-checked by ensuring they add up to 40.
7. You will see that a sample pupil has been provided at the top of the chart to provide guidance on how to complete the Challenge.
8.  Note that if a pupil is off sick or does not travel to school for any reason on a particular date use the letter ‘S’ on the chart to denote this.  We will take this into account when calculating the overall results
Entering the Travel Challenge
In addition to the online Key Stage 1 & 2 worksheets, you can use the chart data for your own classroom activities. For example, the frequency of use for each mode of transport can be compared before the challenge and after.  Bar charts can be constructed for each class and percentages calculated.  Classes can then compare their performance against both their ‘old travel routine’ and with other participating classes within the school. .
The completed Challenge Chart is your competition entry form!  
Online Challenge charts should be emailed to: info@eco-schoolsni.org
Any large paper classroom charts should be delivered to: Translink Eco-Schools Travel Challenge, c/o TIDY Northern Ireland, Bridge House, 2 Paulett Avenue, Belfast, BT5 4HD arriving no later than Friday 11th May 2012. 
The chart may be accompanied by up to two sides of A4 featuring additional information outlining how your school undertook the challenge to change pupils’ behaviour as well as photographs if these help demonstrate what the school did - however this is not an essential requirement to enter the challenge.
FURTHER INFORMATION 
If your require further information or guidance on taking part in the Translink Eco-Schools Travel Challenge, please contact Eco-Schools staff on 028 9073 6920 or Ursula Kelleher at Translink on 9066 6630. 
A special prize presentation will be held in Translink’s Belfast Central Station in June 2012 for all schools who take part. 

We hope your school enjoys participating in the Translink Eco-Schools Travel Challenge! 

If required, click the ‘maximise’ screen icon situated here to view tabs. 





Record in excel as w/b








