
Northern Ireland has a rich and varied
landscape waiting to be discovered.
Invigorating sea air with seabirds and
shingle beaches, wooded glens with majestic
trees and mountain slopes coloured purple
with heather - these are all elements of our
diverse natural heritage. A bus or train can
take you there, enhancing the feeling of
adventure and making your visit
sustainable. We've assembled just a few of
the wonderful places you can visit here. So
go on, discover our unique biodiversity!

We recommend you look at the ‘Travel Advice’ section
of our website for further details on our services.

www.translink.co.uk/TravellingWithTranslink

Photo Credit Front Panel: Countryside Access & Activities Network (CAAN).

This leaflet has been developed as part of the
Translink Biodiversity Project, a partnership
between Translink and the Ulster Wildlife
Trust. The project is working to identify,
educate and take positive action for local
wildlife across the bus and rail network.

For more information on the project, check out
www.translink.co.uk/biodiversity.asp

Check out WalkNI.com and CycleNI.com for detailed
information on the locations featured in this leaflet,

including route descriptions and maps.

1TheNewryCanalWay

TheNewryCanalWaytakesyouthroughthecountryside
ona20-milejourneyfromNewrytoPortadown.The
canalanditshedgerowboundariesprovideimportant
breedingandfeedingopportunitiesforwildlife.In
springtime,foxcubsmaybeseenalongthebanksofthe
canal,wheremoorhensalsoreartheiryoung.

PhotoCredit:Yellowflagiris–UlsterWildlifeTrust.

TheLaganTowpath

ThetowpathfollowstheRiverLaganandcanalforover
8miles,fromStranmillistotheUnionLocksinLisburn.
Thetowpathservesasanurbanparkandheritagesite
andpossessesriversidetrailsandnaturereservessuch
astheUlsterWildlifeTrust'sLaganMeadows.
Kingfishersandbatsarejustsomeofthespeciesthat
utilisethewaterwaysalongthepath.

PhotoCredit:LaganMeadowsNatureReserve–UlsterWildlifeTrust.

5CastleArchdaleCountryPark

Avarietyofhabitatscanbeexperiencedandenjoyedat
thecountryparkfromwoodlandandlakeshoreto
wildflowermeadows.Thereareanumberofwalksto
pickandchoosefrom,orpayavisittotheArchdale
Centrewhichdepictshowpeoplelivedalongthelough
shoreintimespast.Theparkisagreattasteroftherich
diversityoftheFermanaghlakelands.

PhotoCredit:Greyheron–IanJackson.

777
Gortin Glen Forest Park

Situated in the rugged landscape of the Sperrin
Mountains characterised by peaks, forests and lakes,
the forest park makes a good stop-off point. There are
a range of marked trails to explore from following the
glen river to taking in forest walks. Keep your eyes
peeled for red squirrels which can still be seen here.

Photo Credit: Gortin Lakes – Sperrins Tourism.

2NorthDownCoastalPath

This16-milecoastalpathprovidesviewsofthecontrasting
southshoreofBelfastLough.Avarietyofcoastalhabitats
canbeseenfromrockyshores,mudflatstosaltmarshes
andsandybeaches.Lowtideseesavarietyofresident
wadersfeedingalongtheshoresuchasoystercatchersand
curlews,aswellasvisitingwintermigrants.

PhotoCredit:Loughshore–UlsterWildlifeTrust.

4CausewayCoastWay

Asectionofthecoastwayextends12milesbetweenthe
GiantsCausewaytoCarrick-a-RedeRopeBridgewith
opportunitiestojointhepathalongtheway.Thecallsof
cliff-nestingseabirdswillkeepyoucompanyasyouwalk,
whiletheyellowsofgorseflowersandpalepinksand
purplesoforchidsprovidecolourandinterest.Theviews
arereallywhyyou’reherethough–they’reamazing!

PhotoCredit:Walkersatviewpoint–UlsterWildlifeTrust.

6PrehenWood

Thiscompactsiteisaremnantofanancientwoodland
thatstretchedalongtheeastbankoftheRiverFoyle.Its
statusrecognisesitsrarityinageanddiversity,providing
animportantconnectiontoourpast.Itsold,knarlytrees
andriotofspringflowers,notablybluebells,marksthis
outasanoasisinanurbanlandscape.

PhotoCredit:Bluebellsinwoodland–UlsterWildlifeTrust.

8
The Ring of Gullion

The Ring of Gullion is a remnant of an extinct volcano,
consisting of a circle of hills with the mountain of Slieve
Gullion at its centre. Heath, bog and small woods along
with rock, river and ancient monuments create a
landscape that is diverse, mystical and historical. Slieve
Gullion Forest Park is a good starting point for a walk.

Photo Credit: Common blue butterfly – Ulster Wildlife Trust.

Biodiversity - the variety of life on the planet.

For alternative formats, e.g. large print, braille or audio tape,
please call the Translink Call Centre 028 90 66 66 30.

Timetables made easy: Click www.translink.co.uk or call 028 90 66 66 30

Discover
Biodiversity by

Bus and Train



Bicycles can be carried on trains and
buses, free of charge, outside of peak hours.
Bicycles may only be carried on a bus if the bus
has a boot and space is available. For further
information click www.translink.co.uk
or call 028 90 66 66 30.

Value yourself and our environment by being sensible
and following the Countryside Code. Plan within your
capabilities and learn how to use a map and compass.
Wear sensible footwear and clothing, bring your litter
home and please don’t disturb wildlife. Also, tell
someone where you are going and when
you expect to return.
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Ulsterbus Service

Goldline Service (hourly or better)

Goldline Service

NIRailways Halt
NIRailways Line Network
NIRailways Station

The Newry Canal Way
HOW TO GET THERE BY BUS
From Newry Buscentre, follow the canal northwards for 5 minutes before joining the walk. Ulsterbus service
63 (Mon - Sat) from Newry to Portadown sets down at several points, including Jerretspass, Poyntzpass and
Scarva where you can join the Newry Canal Way.

HOW TO GET THERE BY TRAIN
A complimentary shuttle, Service 341 will take you from Newry train station into the city centre where you
can walk to the beginning of the way or pick up Ulsterbus service 63 at Newry Buscentre.

North Down Coastal Path
HOW TO GET THERE BY BUS
Access the path at Holywood or Bangor using Ulsterbus services 1 and 2 from Belfast (Mon - Fri). Ulsterbus
service 1 also serves Crawfordsburn (10 minute walk from the stop to the path) or Carnalea (5 minute walk
from the stop to the path).

HOW TO GET THERE BY TRAIN
Use the Portadown to Bangor service (Mon -Sun); alight from the train at Holywood and join the path just
behind the station or from Bangor Bus & Rail Centre, walk to the marina and join the path from here.

The Lagan Towpath
HOW TO GET THERE BY BUS
Ulsterbus services 24 and 521 operate Belfast - Lisburn via the Malone Road. Access the Towpath at Shaw’s
Bridge (5 minute walk from House of Sport roundabout) or Drumbeg Corner (1 - 2 minute walk from stop).
Metro services 8A and 8B operate from Belfast city centre to Malone Road, passengers can get off at House of
Sport roundabout (5 minute walk to Shaw’s Bridge).

HOW TO GET THERE BY TRAIN
From Central Station, walk to the river Lagan onto the river walk and follow this path for 1 mile to Stranmillis
where you can join the towpath. Use the Portadown to Bangor line service (Mon - Sun) to access the path at
Hilden and Lisburn.

Causeway Coast Way
HOW TO GET THERE BY BUS
Causeway Rambler Service 402 runs June to September. It stops at key points to hop on or off; Giant’s
Causeway, Dunseverick Castle and Carrick-a-Rede Rope Bridge. Ulsterbus service 172 (172C on Sundays)
Bushmills to Ballycastle. The Antrim Coaster Service 252, Coleraine to Larne via Portstewart, Portrush,
Bushmills and Ballycastle (Sunday’s, July to September only). Portrush to Bushmills Ulsterbus service 132.

HOW TO GET THERE BY TRAIN
Use the Londonderry line train service to Coleraine. The Coleraine to Portrush service runs regularly during
the week with a more limited timetable on the weekends. You can also access the bus services (as above) from
Coleraine Bus & Rail Centre.

Castle Archdale Country Park
HOW TO GET THERE BY BUS
Ulsterbus service 194 Enniskillen to Pettigo, (Mon - Sat, school terms only).
Two services pass the park entrance, other services during the day will drop you off 0.5 miles
from the park entrance.

Prehen Wood
HOW TO GET THERE BY BUS
The wood is approximately 1 mile from Derry city centre. From Foyle Street bus station pick
up services FY6 to New Buildings; Ulsterbus service 102 to Donemana; Ulsterbus service 98
to Strabane which pass the wood.

HOW TO GET THERE BY TRAIN
Use the Londonderry line train service from Belfast; Ballymena; Ballymoney; Coleraine
(Mon - Sun). A complimentary bus service is available from the train station to Foyle Street
bus station. You can also walk from the train station to the wood, approximately 1 mile.

Gortin Glen Forest Park
HOW TO GET THERE BY BUS
Sperrin Rambler 403 runs from Omagh bus station to Cranagh, stopping at Plumbridge and
Gortin, Monday to Saturday. Service 92 Omagh to Plumbridge operates Monday to Friday.
The forest park is signposted from Gortin Village.

The Ring of Gullion
HOW TO GET THERE BY BUS
From Newry Buscentre, take Ulsterbus service 43 to Forkhill where you can get off by the
entrance to Slieve Gullion Forest Park (1 mile after Meigh Village), Mon - Sat.

HOW TO GET THERE BY TRAIN
A complimentary shuttle service 341 will take you from Newry train station into the city
centre. From here you can take Ulsterbus service 43 to Forkhill and get off by the entrance to
Slieve Gullion Forest Park (1 mile after Meigh Village).

How do I get there?
Timetables made easy: Click www.translink.co.uk or call 028 90 66 66 30.
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